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A brief outline and
history of the program,
from its inception in
2006, through to the
campuses visited and
the themes debated
with European
students.

Page 1

ZoelinerH IR DRI

“Opening the path to
excellence”
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Euro-Japan Dialogue -
A Brief History

The origins of the Euro-Japan
Dialogue lie in a visit to YNU by
the teachers and staff of the Uni-
versity of Erfurt, Germany, in
2003. The program offers many
opportunities for motivated, tal-
ented students. It provides an
opportunity to use high-level
academic English in a real-life set-
ting. It is also an arena for the
deepening of friendship between
Japanese and European students.
Furthermore, company visits al-
low students a glimpse of the
multi-lingual, globalized work-
places they might one day enter.

In 2006, five students visited Paris
12 Val de Marne University and
the University of Erfurt in Ger-
many. The theme of the debate
was “Youth Unemployment’. The
next year, eight students visited
Cardiff University, UK and the
University of Pisa, Italy, to debate
‘Nuclear Power as Sustainable
Energy.” In 2008, Oulu University,
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Professor Reinhard Zoellner, Institute of
Japanese Studies, University of Bonn.

Language definitely is a barrier. But
for any aspiring student, this barrier
can, and should be overcome.
Taking on this challenge will open
the path to excellence. Look at any
university's library shelves. You can
tell from the ratio between its
holdings in the vernacular and in
foreign languages whether it is a
first-class library or not. In order to
learn to think, it is necessary to first
learn to read and to speak, and the
more languages you master, the
more thoughts will you be able to
understand and qualify. Academic
education should therefore
encourage language exchange.

There are many ways, but for young
students, none is as effective and
inspiring as doing it with their peers,
as a group, meeting and discussing
with foreign students of their age.
They will then easily find out how
many things they actually share, and
how easy it is to communicate even
if they lack some vocabulary,
because others are around to help
out. Every time | watched my
students meet Japanese students, |
had this experience: This is a true
win-win game for all involved. As
their language skills improved, the
students' minds were sharpened,;
their understanding of and respect
for differences in life-styles and
modes of thought grew quickly;
friendships formed beyond language
boundaries; and they felt fresh
inspiration for their own studies.
When | was a student, such
opportunities were still unheard-of.
Japan was incredibly distant for any
European. Now, this distance has
been bridged by our exchanges, and
| am proud to have been part of this
bridging endeavor.
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Jamie Masterson

Ulla Pirkola

Anja Truong

When the YNU students came to

Cardiff, I learned a lot about Ja-
pan which | hadn't known before.
| realised that there is only so
much | could learn from books
and that by discussing the issues
with Japanese students | could
understand the topic better from
their point of view. It was also
good to meet students from YNU
as at that time | had an interest in
studying in Yokohama as a for-
eign student. | arrived at YNU in
2008, and | have made friends
with some of those students who
took part in the program and from
them | have learnt even more
about both Japanese culture and
language. | feel that the program
helped to bring our universities,
which are on opposite sides of
the world, closer together.

University of Cardiff, UK. Participant in 2007

We were delighted to host the vis-
iting YNU group on the Euro-
Japan Dialogue programme in
November 2008. They arrived just
as the first snows of winter fell. As
a student of Japanese with some
experience of living in Japan, |
looked forward to the debate ses-
sions with great anticipation.
Thinking about multiculturalism
from the perspective of its impact
and role in another culture made
us take a look at Finnish culture
in a whole new way as well. Talk-
ing with the Economics students
from Yokohama National Univer-
sity made us realize not only the
differences in our cultures but
also the many common things we
share - and that will be a major
advantage for us in our future
studies and life.

University of Oulu, Finland. Participant in 2008

The visit of the YNU students was
an enjoyable and enriching expe-
rience. | learnt many interesting
things from the debates on multi-
culturalism that | didn’t know and
maybe wouldn’t have believed
before. Also, | started observing
my own attitude towards that
topic from a different angle. Hear-
ing the opinions of students my
own age, living in a completely
different culture, gave me the op-
portunity to compare our mind-
sets and think about the origin of
differences and similarities. Dif-
ferences are not all of a cultural
but rather merely (inter-)personal
nature. We may be from opposite
sides of the world, but primarily
we simply are all the same spe-
cies with differing personalities
who try to be happy and live our
lives each with its given circum-
stances to the best we know..

University of Bonn, Germany. Participant in 2008
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Shigeto Mizumoto, Student Leader,

Euro-Japan 2008
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W

%FH

/




BB RS
I EEHE
sl =



