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In November 2009 another cohort in the Euro-
Japan Dialogue Programme made a successful trip to
two of our partner institutions, Tomas Bata
University in Zlin, Czech Republic, and University of
Pisa in Italy. The programme has progressed to a
fourth year, and taken on a settled format that is
developing into a tradition. This is in large part
thanks to the friendship, generosity and profes-
sionalism extended by our European partners, the
commitment and flexibility shown by YNU faculty
and staff, and the effort, application and execution
displayed by participating students. Many elements
of the programme made an impression on me this
time round, but most of all I found myself recalling
my own early adventures overseas.

At the awkward age of seventeen and on the
verge of leaving my Glasgow comprehensive, I made
my first foray overseas on a school trip to Spain. We
spent that fortnight on the Costa del Sol lounging by
the pool, mucking about on the beach, sipping sangria
and browsing the tacky displays in the local tourist
traps. I remember bringing back two huge stuffed
donkeys, at the request of my mother's workmate.

The memory of that trip is always with me,
because for any person who makes their first journey
to another country after childhood, the experience is
unforgettable. The unfamiliar smells and quality of
the light hit you immediately. The thrill of saying
“Thank you” in Spanish, and being understood, was
life-affirming in its magnitude, even though I could
not comprehend the answer (but the smile told me
that the message had been successfully delivered).
Each person's first trip abroad is a unique, personal
event, but there is something universal in the
ritualistic rites-of-passage contained in such
experiences.

This thought came to me during the 2009 Euro-
Japan Dialogue session. We were already in Europe
when three students revealed that this was their first
time abroad. They were organizing their own flights
to Europe, visiting four countries in five days,

debating current social issues and making




recommendations on national policy, engaging in
lengthy social discourse during various periods of
contact with local students, and offering verbal
presentations and written reports on the experience
on their return to Japan. Their trip was certainly a
contrast with my fun-filled resort fortnight in Spain.

And yet the awe, visceral shock, and edifying
exchanges were one and the same. This applies
equally to our European participants, many of whom
had never met a Japanese person before. They, too,
were exposed to new perspectives. In previous years,
we have seen the participating European students
show up at YNU to take part in our JOY (Junior
Overseas Year in Yokohama) programme. And so it
is no surprise that YNU is preparing to welcome its
first exchange student from Tomas Bata University
in 2010. I know from experience that a short
exposure to Japan can be a life-changing event. Who
knows where a two-day exposure to the Euro-Japan
Dialogue will take this young man from the Czech
Republic?

Times change, technology advances, our capacity
to cram in even more in ever shorter periods of time
expands, but the pure joy of visiting another culture
and having our taken-for-granted assumptions
confounded remains unspoiled.

The 2009 Euro-Japan Dialogue was my second stint
as accompanying staff member. The fuel surcharges
of 2008 left the program bloodied but unbowed. That
year only five students made the trip to Finland and
Germany. In 2009, three staff members accompanied
nine students, and were met at various junctures in
Europe by a total of four YNU staff. Just as school
trips abroad nationally seem to have evolved in scope
and complexity, so it seems to be with the Euro-
Japan Dialogue programme in microcosm.

However, what remains at the heart of the
programme is the dedication and academic rigour
brought to the exercise by the participating students.
As a language teacher, I have spent many hours
discussing with fellow professionals the best way to

motivate students. In most academic arenas, but

perhaps especially language-learning, motivation is
the key variable in determining successful outcomes.
In September 2009 we were able to secure an empty
office in the Economics building for use as a Prep
Room for the programme. I visited the room
frequently, and never failed to find students carrying
out online research on the debate theme, fine-tuning
their PowerPoint slides, or enunciating their part in
the presentation to an invisible audience. There was
no idle banter; no one was checking out their SNS.
Any language teacher in Japan knows that at the end
of the lesson, there are never any questions from
students. However, whenever I walked in the Prep
Room, I was met with a volley of them. If motivation
is the key to language learning, then providing
opportunities for students to engage in authentic
interaction with their overseas peers on topics that
they have an investment in would seem to be a sure-
fire way of sparking motivation.

Tellingly, the effect continues long after the
experience itself is over. This year, as part of the
continuing evolution of the programme, we have
produced a promo video including student voices
reflecting on the experience. Students talk unfailingly
of their renewed energy for learning English. Equally
important, they have discovered a (perhaps renewed)
passion for engaging with the social issues that shape
our world. Classroom discussion of such topics in
Japan can often prove arid and overly academic: face-
to-face discussion with European students brings
home the relevance, urgency and multiple
perspectives inherent in such issues. In the
perspectives offered by participants in the pages of
this report, it is clear that the Euro-Japan Dialogue
provides students with an experience that it is
impossible to replicate within the confines of our own
campus. Ever grateful for the goodwill and
cooperation of our partner institutions overseas, we
hope this programme will continue to motivate young

minds for years to come.
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Jara Mara

Student, Tomas Bata University, Czech Republic

We were more than happy to
welcome the YNU students here
at Tomas Bata University in Zlin,
in the Czech Republic. Even
though their visit was a short one,
it was a great and inspiring
experience. The Euro-dapan
program helped me to realize that
people all around the world are
often facing similar challenges as we are, and meeting
Japanese students was an excellent chance to
exchange different perspectives and viewpoints and
learn from each other. Before the Euro-Japan program, |
already had some knowledge of Japan. However, no
information is better than the firsthand information.
This opportunity enabled me to learn more about
Japanese culture, language and way of living in
general. Because we are coming from different parts
of the world, we may have different ways of thinking.
But it's the very cultural diversity that enriches us and
helps us to understand ourselves better. I'm glad |
could participate in this program and meet YNU
students, who are nice and fun-loving people. They will
always be welcome here.

Michaela Blahova

International Projects Coordinator,
Tomas Bata University

In November 2009 Tomas Bata
University in Zlin (TBU) had the
honour of welcoming students and
professors from Yokohama
National University (YNU) in
Japan within the ‘Euro-Japan
2009" project. The main aim of
the meeting was the discussion
held between the Japanese and
Czech students on the following topic: ‘Declining birth
rate: Target making babies or managing immigration?”
and a comparison of their opinions.

Undoubtedly, the students participating in this
project had a unigue opportunity to combine business

and pleasure. During those few days they got
acquainted with a different culture, gained
unforgettable experiences and had invaluable foreign
language training.

The preparation of the project started in early May
2009 already, with the highlight being a three-day
workshop held in November and involving presentations
prepared by students of the TBU Faculty of
Management and Economics and the YNU Faculty of
Economics and Faculty of Business.

“The visit by a Japanese delegation was an
opportunity for us to learn a lot about a culture so
different to the Central European culture,” says Mr.
Radovan Dimitrov, one of the students and organizers
of the entire event. “The topic of the discussion
included a pleasant duty to think about the impact of
economic theory on everyone's personal life as regards
the decision on having a baby,” Mr. Dimitrov concluded.

Stefania Lauciello

Student, University of Pisa, Italy

The Euro-dapan Dialogue of No-
vember 2009 was a great chance
for me to meet again the —
Japanese students and profes-
sors and the Scottish Professor
McAulay, who | met at Yokohama
National University during the year
| spent in Japan attending the
JOY program.

We discussed an issue that | personally consider
very important, which is the reduction of CO:2
emissions. It was very interesting to share ideas about
this theme between Italian students who were talking
from the Italian and European point of view, and
Japanese students who were conversing from the
Japanese and Asian point of view. | think everybody
realized that to reduce the CO2= emissions around the
world it is important to keep in mind the differences
between the economic system and culture of each
country. Moreover, human beings cannot be classified
only by their nationality, their culture, but there are
many aspects that make each individual different and
special, so that to let the world become different and
better it is necessary to improve the educational
system to increase people's sensitivity to environ-
mental issues, regardless of where they come from. In
this way the next generation may probably do more
than what we are doing for our world.
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The origins of the Euro-Jdapan Dialogue lie in a
visit to YNU by the teachers and staff of the
University of Erfurt, Germany, in 2003. The
program offers many opportunities for motivated,
talented students. It provides an opportunity to
use high-level academic English in a real-life
setting. It is also an arena for the deepening of
friendship between Japanese and European
students. Furthermore, company visits allow
students a glimpse of the multi-lingual, globalized
workplaces they might one day enter.

In 2006, five students visited Paris 12 Val de
Marne University and the University of Erfurt in
Germany. The theme of the debate was 'Youth
Unemployment'. The next year, eight students
visited Cardiff University, UK and the University of
Pisa, Italy, to debate 'Nuclear Power as
Sustainable Energy.' In 2008, Oulu University,
Finland and University of Bonn, Germany, were the
venues for debate on 'Multiculturalism." The five
students who took part were able to visit the
headguarters of TUV Rheinland in Cologne, and on
their return they toured the product testing lab in
the Yokohama facility of this truly global company.
In 2009, the fourth cohort of nine students
debated 'Declining Birthrate: Target Making
Babies or Managing Immigration?" with their peers
at Tomas Bata University in Zlin, Czech Republic,
and "Carbon Trading: Effective Measure or Too
Little Too Late?”
of Pisa, Italy.

with students from University
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Basically, there are two things you have to do to prepare yourself for the Euro-dapan
Dialogue programme:

Study your Economics maijor thoroughly
Study English every day, as much as you can

The following online resources are recommended to help you make a start in these two
key areas.

o - 5 Bl BBC Learning English : The Flatmates
BAFHBT Y 70D _ _ _
www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/
You can learn about economic issues and flatmates/
acquire specialist vocabulary at the same time: A radio-style drama about people sharing a flat

in London. Short episodes, with materials

B The Economist including language point explanations, quizzes,

http://www.economist.com/ and message boards. Aimed at UK-based ESL

The online version of the English-speaking learners. (British English)

world's leading magazine on economic issues.
B ESL Podcast
REHT Y 7"0)7:._._ ®» www.eslpod.com

English at a slower speed explaining how to

The fr nline r r low will hel .
e free o & resources belo elp you use everyday expressions. Example

improve your gverall English ability: conversations of 1-2 minutes followed by a
mini-lecture on the language and cultural
points by Dr. Jeff McQuillan. Additional

materials such as transcripts available at a

H ynu5photos

www.ynubphotos.blogspot.com

An interactive video podcast for English fee. (American English).
language learners in Japan and overseas,

produced and distributed by Yokohama B The Internet TESL Journal:

National University. The worksheets are http://ades|.org/podcasts/

available from Professor McAulay in the Faculty . ) .

Both an online journal and rich source of
of Econamics. (intemational English). activities for language learners. Provides
access to over 30 EFL podcasts. (International

English).




