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Looking Back on Euro-Japan Dialogue 2012

The 7th Euro-Japan Dialogue took place over one week beginning on November 5th. The first three days were
spent with our gracious hosts at the University of Osnabruck, an institution YNU has a long and fruitful
partnership with. The next three days we pushed the boundaries of the Euro-Japan experience by moving to
our nascent partners at Ozyegin University in Istanbul, Turkey.
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For the second year in a row we have been partially funded by MEXT's "Short Visit" scheme. The scheme
requires a minimum of 20 students take part from an accredited course, and that they incorporate current

Professor

Alexander McAulay
concerns in Japanese society, namely 'nuclear power' and 'natural disasters." With memories of March 11,

2011 all too fresh in everyone's mind, this proved a poignant set of topics for the students to research, present
and discuss this year.

At Osnabruck University the focus was "Nuclear Power: What are the Alternatives?” With Germany and Japan both eyeing a
nuclear-free future, much of the discussion was on potential clean energy sources. Political scientist Professor Dr. Roland Czada shed
light on the political background to Germany's attempts to make a viable future with renewable energies. In the afternoon Miriam
Zeilinger of the International Office provided a cultural and historical tour of the city, making reference to Osnabruck's central role in
the first ever peace treaty, a document signed in 1648 that ended the Thirty Years' War. That evening we were guests at a civic
reception with the Mayor of Osnabruck, who also explained Osnabruck's continued commitment to the cause of peace.

The following day a field trip to Erste ENP Wind Park complemented the debate. Providing clean energy for 6000 homes, this was an
invaluable opportunity for the students to see up close a working example of our potential energy future.

The same afternoon the students visited a museum dedicated to the memory of Felix Nussbaum, an Osnabruck painter murdered by
the Nazis at Auschwitz in 1944. The paintings of the Jewish artist made a strong impression, and the students were edified to hear
the tale of his grueling life. I made an educational trip to Germany once before 30 years ago, and then as now I was impressed by the
willingness of modern Germans to engage with the darker elements of their past and their dedication to ensuring such times never
return.

In Istanbul, the setting was Ozyegin University's brand new campus in the Cekmekoy suburb of Istanbul. This impressive site is the
first "green’ campus in Turkey, and we were given a tour of the campus and heard about the recycling efforts that take place there.
The set topic for the Euro-Japan Dialogue session was "Natural Disasters: How Well-Prepared Are We?" With both Japan and Turkey
having suffered massive earthquakes in recent memory, the topic proved both relevant and personal. The Ozyegin students
presented on Turkish legislation concerning building standards, Search & Rescue organization, and earthquake insurance. We were
privileged to have Dr. Atilla Ansal from the School of Engineering in attendance. Dr. Ansal is editor of Bulletin of Earthquake
Engineering. Having spent time as a Visiting Professor at University of Tokyo, he was well-placed to offer expert comment on the
presentations by both groups of students. The lively discussions continued at an informal 'pizza 'n coke' session provided by Ozyegin
University afterwards.

The Turkish students also acted as cultural guides, showing the YNU students around such famous historical sites as The Blue
Mosque, the Basilica Cistern, and Hagia Sophia. Using English for authentic communication purposes is one of the main aims of the
program, and these tours and exchanges certainly fulfilled that purpose. Language teachers know that a key variable in language
learning success is motivation, and one of the main features of Euro-Japan Dialogue is the motivational impetus it provides to
students who know they will be meeting and talking with European students in such situations. I was impressed with the students'
research and practice in the months preceding the trip, and also by sights such as them learning their lines in the airport lounge and
on the flight to Istanbul. It does seem there is no better teacher than real-life experience.

Euro-Japan Dialogue is now firmly established on the YNU calendar, but every year we rely heavily on the goodwill, hospitality,
organizational skills and outstanding professionalism of our European counterparts. Dr. Carmen Schmidt and Miriam Zeilinger at
University of Osnabruck worked very hard to make sure everything went smoothly during our time there. In Istanbul, Anjariitta
Rantanen of the International Office at Ozyegin University impressed me once more with her work ethic. While moving campuses
and handling a growing student body that has tripled in two years, she still found time to aid us at every step, be it visa applications
or sorting out transportation. Along with her colleague Ms. Esra Celik, she facilitated a stimulating and memorable session and
schedule. We are eternally grateful to all our European collaborators for their hard work and generosity.
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Osnabriick University

Topic: Nuclear Power: What are the alternatives?

Germany 1:

Members: KOKI KUMAGAI
HANAKO OKAMURA, YUMA ABE,
IPPEI HIROTA, TAKASHI MASUDA
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TAKAKO ENDO, KAN YANAZAWA,
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% BT Topic: How well prepared are we for natural disasters?
SOLONGO AMGALAN
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SHUHEI YOSHIDA, RYO HASHIKAWA,
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Japan, a very seismic area... L]

Our Presentation in Germany!
1. Overview

This year’s theme was “Nuclear power: What are the
alternatives?”

Answering this question, we have conducted analyses and
reached a conclusion that “Japan should take solar power
energy as a key alternative”

2. Details
(Our Presentation was mainly divided into 3 parts as below)

(1) Introduction of solar power

In this part, we have shared the general information of solar
power with some data, especially focused on its big amount of
resource by comparing with other powers. It means that solar
power generation can be a sustainable energy resource.

And to prove that Japan can install more solar panels, we also
showed that Japan has more sunshine hours than Germany (the

largest solar power country)

= Geothermal power resources in

Outline <

comparison to other
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[Eco-friendly Solar Energy

(2) Analyses from 3 perspectives

Next, we had analyses from 3 aspects (Japanese economy,
business potential and government'’s role) to support our opinion.
B First, from economic point of view, we showed solar power

industry has a potential to realize the biggest economic

effect (such as job creation) compared to other new powers.

B Next we looked at Japanese companies’ achievement in the

past (glory and failure).
B And at last, we explained the main role of Japanese government

in the future (e.g. support laws).

(3) Conclusion and Caveat

From these points above, we concluded our presentation that
Japan should install more solar power by getting enough
support is the best for our future.

But there’s a concern if Japanese companies can really
compete with Chinese ones, who have already beaten German

companies. This remains to be seen. (Written by Kan Yanazawa)
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Final report of Euro-Japan
English Dialogue

Economic Systems-2nd year
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Satoshi Fukushima

In our presentation, we mainly discussed prevention for
earthquakes and tsunamis. The key point is how well Japa-
nese have utilized advanced disaster prevention technologies,
such as hazard maps, 171 phone number and early earth-
quake warning system, which are expected to facilitate us to
check the well-being of our family or to evacuate from dan-
gerous areas. We shared their mechanism and usefulness
with Turkish students. Besides, we introduced tsunami cap-
sule as cuting-edge technology, which allow us to survive
tsunami drifting on wave.  Unfortunately, schools, which are
where most Japanese expect education and training to take
place, have not taught how to read hazard map or how to
react after they received alert of early earthquake warning
system. As proof, the fact that 96% of the subjects in a
survey have just a basic knowledge or no more than what
they studied at school about disaster prevention was

revealed.The minimal knowledge is too insufficient to act

Table of contents &

swiftly in a real emergency. On the other hand, we mentioned
that Japan is making progress of preparation for natural
disasters after the huge earthquake in Tohoku region in
2012. More and more schools began providing emergency
drills not only for fire but also for earthquakes.

However, the largest problem is that most Japanese are
unsure how to utilize the new technologies, such as hazard
maps, the 171 phone number and Earthquake Early warning
system although they are aware of their existence. We are
familiar with their existence through TV programs or newspa-
pers. However, we have not practiced to utilize them. There-
fore, we concluded that compulsory practical training on
utilizing the technologies in school or workplace is needed.
Holding discussion on how to react in a natural disaster and
learning the skill so that their body remembers will enable
people to act swiftly in a real emergency. By taking on the
point, Japanese will be able to minimize the damage in natu-
ral disasters through preparation and prevention. Through
our presentation, I realized that Japan has advanced technolo-
gies and measures. Therefore, I strongly believe that Japan

should contribute more to international society by exporting

disaster prevention strategies.
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Company Visit: Wind power plant
(6th Nov, 2012)
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Company Visit:

Wind Farm in Osnabruck
Law & Economics-4th year
Shohei Ishii

We learned German green energy policy from EJ dialogue at
University of Osnabruck, but also experienced the clean energy
by going to an actual wind plant site which was built by Ener-
con. The location we visited started operating in 1990, and con-
tinues installing the wind towers ambitiously. There are 4
towers and generate 2000 kw in maximum for 6000 household
in the region. In addition, these could reduce 10,000 ton of
greenhouse emission. As a company, Enercon has installed
more than 19,000 wind turbines in 30 countries. Now, it has
one of the top market shares in Germany and expands its
market worldwide. Comparing to Japanese electric power busi-
ness, Germany promotes decentralization in clean energy busi-
ness. In evidence, we can see other wind power plant located
in other region from a hill. This is because German people have
a keen attitude in using clean energy and active politically by
the Green party especially after the Fukushima nuclear plant
incident. Not only the wind towers, but also the mining industry
and waste-management business were located in the same
places. Coal is used for thermal power generation, and the waste

is mixed with soil and produces gases.
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Report on the company visit
to Wind Farm at Osnabruck

Economic Systems-4th year
Ippei Hirota

On November 6, 2012, we were at the top of a hill in a rural
area of Osnabruck, Germany, blown by the cold wind. There
were three tall windmills and one small one facing against the
wind and turning its blade to generate the power for 6,000
houses. It was constructed on the bases made by soil and con-
crete, and it stabilizes a 40m, 8-ton windmill. Because of its
safety, the blade will automatically stops when the wind speed
get faster than 19km/h. On the other hand, if wind is not
strong enough to spin the blade, it uses motor to help itself to
turn its blade.

The good part of the windmill is its process to create energy.
It does not emit any gases which pollute ecology. Although to
create energy, because it does not need any materials other
than just wind, the electricity cost is low and not affected by
external situation. Moreover, the noise made by windmills,
which people usually concern about, were so small that we
need to be careful to hear the sound.

However, there are some negative points. First, its geographic
problem. Because it needs a huge vacant land which is not sur-
rounded by tall buildings, it needs to be built in a rural area.
Also, the shade which windmill makes people feel uncomfort-
able and unsafe, thus, huge country is needed. At last, because
it relies on nature, it is still unstable.

In conclusion, there are still some technical problems with
the windmill. However, it has the potential to become next main
power resource. And the reason why Germany proceeds wind-
mill, even though it still contains huge problem, is because
people understand and support ecofriendly power. It was based
on their culture like low energy houses and not using so much
electricity in their history. Thus, there should be an understand-
ing of importance of ecofriendly energy and practice of less
energy society, if Japan wants to build next main ecofriendly

power sources.

Wind Power in Osnabriick

Economic Systems-3rd year
Seyoung Cho

It was a great honor to see wind power station in Germany on
our company visit. Germany has a unique energy supply system
where consumers can choose the source of energy and Germany
government has been making efforts to supply renewable ener-
gies. By company visit we could actually feel their passion for
climate protection, because Osnabruck, the city we went is a
region that gets a half its energy from wind power.

The wind power plant in Osnabruck was founded 10 years
ago and 10 million euro was invested. The power station was
located in a very high place, 200m from sea level. A single
power plant produces 2000kw of electric energy per an hour at
maximum. It starts to generate when the wind speed is over
7km/h and it stops to generate when the wind is too strong
because of safety reason. The principle to generate power for
wind power plant is very simple. As much the principle is
simple, there is no danger as with nuclear plants.

The principle is that the spinning fan makes motor turns
when it's windy and the motor produces the power. For the effi-
ciency, the fan is made of wood and plastic. So the lightness
caused by material used could possibly maximize the usage of
the wind. The weight of fan is 8 ton and length is 6 1m. Total
weight is 120 ton. To stand the strong wind and centrifugal
force, the basement of plant was made by concrete so it's much
heavier than fan part. And also there is another mechanism to
control the moving caused by wind or earthquake. The plants
swing by itself when very strong wind or earthquake comes. The
movement is up to 40cm.

This simple and safe wind power plant reduces green house
gas. The amount of saving gas is 10,000 ton and it meaning
4,000,000 euro could be made by this wind power station.

Even though the wind power plant is a renewable energy and
it could effectively reduce green house gas, there is a bad side
effect. It is the shadow of plant. Since these wind power plants
are located in a high area and its height is about 200m, its
shadow is also long. About 1km is
the zone affected by the shadow.
Residents in the zone complain
about it. Because not only shadow
take off light from them but also the
spinning fan makes a shadow that
keeps moving therefore shifting

shadow make residents anxious.

Euro-Japan Dialogue 2012
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Social events in Germany and Turkey |

International Economics-3rd year

Ronel Michiko Imagawa

Our first presentation was held in Osnabruck, Germany. After our
session of presentations, we actually didn't have the time to social-
ize with the German students because we had to go visit the town
with one of the University's staff. In the evening, we all met in one
beer garden with the German students. The beer garden we went
was one of the oldest in Osnabruck and it was a nice place to start
knowing about our German hosts. We then had the opportunity to
exchange our opinions and thoughts about the presentations’ topics,
our experiences and lives. The German students welcomed us
greatly and later on at the company's visit, they kindly showed us
around.

In Istanbul, we had the social event the day after our presenta-
tion. The Turkish students also welcomed us warmly and were very
kind to show us the historical sites of Istanbul. It was great to have
such nice hosts who didn't only show us the places but also
explained to us with details about their cultures, history and some of
them about their religion. We visited the Blue Mosque, the Basilica
Cistern and the Egyptian Market. It was really nice to have people of
our age, living in the city with us because we weren't just regular
tourists following a guide book. It made our visit more vivid and
special. We were discovering new places, new cultures and new
people.

I think the best part of these social events is to meet and
exchange with students of our age from a different world. We've
been in a complete different environment and had experiences we
couldn't have in Japan. We had the great opportunity to discover
different kind of views and opinions. After the presentations which
were very meaningful, we were like kids during the recreation. And
it was the time for exchanging our cultural backgrounds and not
only our studies. Talking with our hosts and knowing about them
just made us realize one thing: we can be all different, coming from
faraway places but one notion remains the same, we are all repre-
senting the Youth and are just young people, students, friends with

the same basic feelings, emotions and interests.
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Social Event

International Economics-2nd year
Yuma Abe

In Europe, we experienced not only presentations and discus-
sions but also great time with students of partner universities.
In this part, I describe the social events in Germany and Turkey.

My first impression of Germans was strict, however, they
were so humorous. In a restaurant, we enjoyed talking to each
other with many different topics. Some people talked about
Japanese anime, others did politics. We all became open, got to
be friends. We will never forget our experiences in Germany.

After the next day of our dialog in Turkey, we gathered in
front of Aya Sophia. We had delicious doner kebab, a tradi-
tional Turkish food. It was made by sliced meat, some veg-
etables, and wrapped in dough with sauce. It tasted wonderful,
which made us captivated in Turkey. Then we visited an old
mosque. We saw beautiful constructions and people praying
there. Turkish students told us the history of Istanbul. Accord-
ing to them, Istanbul was invaded many times over, so some
mosques changed to the churches but they returned to
mosques finally. After the holy place, we went to the spice
market near the sea. There were a lot of shops, spices, souve-
nirs. The market was still active; of course people were so ener-
getic. We went back and forth in a narrow street with new
friends. We almost lost the way but Turkish students guided us.
Because of this, we enjoyed shopping safely.

We had a great time in foreign countries. If you would like to

experience new things, please attend next year. There will be

great chance to get to know yourself.

The Social Events

International Economics-2nd year

Tsutomu Medoruma

First of all, I would like to mention the events in Japan before
stating those in Germany and Turkey. In July, the first event was
held in Yokohama, and this was Alec sensei's suggestion. At that
time, every member hadn't opened their hearts yet, but we
shared dinner and could make friends with each other thanks to
this event. Then I realized that it is important to have meals
together for getting along with members, so I held the next
social event before leaving Japan. This was after the rehearsal,
thus I thought it had become deeper and more comfortable one.

When we stayed in Germany, we had dinner with German
professors and students. Actually, we had it at the restaurant
which has a beer factory on the ground floor. Of course we
tasted some beer with them there. German students are very
honest and gentle, and they answered whatever I asked. Drink-
ing beer, I discussed a lot of topics with students there, from
their school life to their future and environment. It was an awe-
some opportunity because I can rarely experience such things in
Japan. I was so amazed at their attitude toward nuclear power
plant and other energy, and peace.

On the other hand, in Turkey, we were guided around Istan-
bul by Turkish students. There are so many Turkish people who
welcome us. The time we spent with them was longer than that
with German students, so I could make friends with lots of them,
even the students who did not join this dialogue. In Turkey, I
was a little bit proud of Japan because they are interested in
Japanese culture.

In conclusion, the social events, not only with German and
Turkish students but also Japanese members, were so fantastic
and gave me great opportunities. They were always a good time.
I really recommend the next members to have such social
events with anyone as much as possible, because talking with

others always lets us discover something.
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Preparation for
the Presentation in Istanbul

International Economics-2nd year
Shuhei Yoshida

The presentation's theme of our group was “How we have pre-
pared for natural disasters” and we presented about it at the
Ozyegin University. Through the Preparation term, we not only
improved our English skills but learned how to organize and
make a presentation skillfully with other student as one team.

Before the summer vacation, we held meetings twice a week. At
the meetings, we discussed about how we would organize the pre-
sentation from a wide, international perspective. After several
meetings, we decided to explain how to distinguish natural disas-
ters with examples of disasters which had occurred all over the
world and compare the earthquake insurance systems of Japan
and Turkey. However, after making a practice presentation in
front of other members and teachers at YNU in late July, Profes-
sor Ishiwata suggested that our presentation was separated into
two parts and it has no consistency. With this review, we then
realized that a deep consideration and proposition about the topic
was lacking and each member didn't understand the others’ parts
in detail.

Therefore, after the summer vacation, we decided to focus on
the earthquake insurance system of Japan as our topic. In addi-
tion, we held meetings more often to share the data or informa-
tion which the individuals got from books or Internet and
discussed more eagerly to find problems and solutions of the
insurance system. Some of us often discussed with the members
of the other group and made effort to let both presentations be
meaningful.

A few weeks before departure, we had to make practice presen-
tation again. But that time, we were comparatively more confident
than the last time because of useful preparation. Seeing our pre-
sentation, Professor McAulay told us it was better than before.
However we also found other weak points of our presentation. So
after that ,the professor checked our scripts and slides to refine
them. Through this process, we could learn how to use technical
terms and how to collocate English words correctly.

I don't think our presentation was so successful. It's because
seeing and listening to other groups’ presentations in Germany
and Turkey, I came to know there were a lot of ways to present
effectively and our presentation had room for improvement. I
guess we could accumulate more data and deepen the consider-
ation. But through the preparation time, I could learn how to
make a reasonable presentation with my colleagues and what

skillful English is. It was a very beneficial time for me.
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International Economics-2nd year

Ariunaa Munkhbat

I had been hearing about EJD from my seniors and former
participants and was willing to take part even before enrolling in
this university. After observing it more deeply last year, I decided to
apply for EJD this year. From the very first meeting to the final
activity, EJD overall lasted for almost half a year and included a lot
of processes. However, here in this report, I would like to write
about how our group prepared for the presentation at Ozyegin Uni-
versity.

EJD official meetings started in June and all twenty members
were divided into 4 groups. We were holding group meetings every
week and talking on several social networks, discussing which
minor topics we should talk about and which main point we should
focus on. We had a responsibility to make our presentation better
in every possible way since we were representing our university
and even the country of Japan. After having several group meetings
and discussions, we all agreed on our minor topics which were
Japanese disaster budget, Disaster Education, Information and Net-
work, Logistics and Financial issues.

But after the first rehearsal which was held in July, we were not
really satisfied with our contents and we felt that we still need to
tighten our main points which covered a lot but were lacking with a
deep connection and consistency. We got several comments and
suggestions from teachers and other EJD members on how to make
our presentation more sophisticated and more practical. As a result,
we decided to do a case study of the biggest earthquakes in Japan
such as Tohoku earthquake to observe how Japanese disaster
policy has been changing and a public survey to investigate how
people feel about their awareness of natural disasters in reality.
With our original survey on the internet, around 137 people helped
us answering the questions and sharing their opinions about disas-
ter prevention policy in Japan.

Even during the summer break, we were also having Skype meet-
ings and talking about how to make our presentation better. Then,
we changed our minor topics a little bit and decided to talk mainly
about how Japan prepares for the natural disasters and people's
opinion about those policies. We gathered most of our research
information from books, research papers and internet. But, when
there is something we could not find out the answer, we made
some phone calls to government offices, companies and informa-
tion agencies such as Yokohama city hall.

Actually, in the first stage, we were slow to make decisions and
struggled to understand each other's viewpoints fully. Then as we
grew as one group, we learned how to judge each other's ideas or
how to make the best decisions. Moreover, we were not that good
at group working but gradually, we realized who is better at what
and it turned much easier and faster to continue our research work.
In addition, to improve our academic English especially our critical

listening and reading skills, the English lessons that we had twice a

week helped us a lot. EJD overall was a great opportunity for me to
improve my English and Japanese in an academic way. Finally, even
though the real presentation there was not more than 25 minutes,
it took us a lot of time, effort and group work beforehand. Through
all these preparations, we think that we definitely could gain a lot

of valuable knowledge and skills
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What I learned from
Euro-Japan Dialogue

Economic Systems-4th year

Satomi Hori

There are many international programs in YNU, and I
strongly recommend you to join the Euro-Japan Dialogue. It
was the first time for me to go abroad, and I have made many
precious memories, and learned lots of things from this pro-
gram. We visited two historical cities Osnabruck and Istanbul,
and we could understand their history, culture, food, and
people through the program. I am going to talk about what I
learned. Firstly, we got together and stayed about four days in
Osnabruck. All members liked this city. After the Dialogue, we
went on a campus and city tour with a special guide. She told
us many historical stories about Osnabruck, and we could learn
from her stories and lots of architecture. You can see many
historical famous places in this city. In addition, we were
invited to the official reception at the City Hall. The mayor and
local TV program welcomed us. Personally, I liked the city's
climate, streets, food, and people, because there are some simi-
larities between my hometown and Osnabruck. I hope to visit
this city again in the future.

Secondly, we moved to Istanbul from Germany. Istanbul old
city is registered as a UNESCO world heritage site, so it has a
lots of historical places. Since Ozyegin University students
guided us, we could see the Sultan Ahmed Mosque, Hagia
Sophia, Bazars, and so on.

In conclusion, we could learn many things about the country
in Euro-Japan Dialogue. I think we do not have a chance to
understand deeply about each country in our daily lives, so it is
a good opportunity to do that. This precious experience encour-
aged me to study abroad or brush up international communica-

tion skills.
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International Economics-4th year

Hanako Okamura

German A group started our preparation for the presentation
in May and its contents were reshaped over time and began to
look better once our motivation reached certain degree after
two rehearsals. It was good to see how the other groups were
doing and see how our presentation looked.

On the day of the presentation, we could generally do what
we had done during practice, so I assume that the presentation
was a success. However, if the fact that German students have
prepared for their presentation since the start of their academic
year, October, is considered, there might be a feeling that we
could have done even better since we had a much longer time
to prepare.

Unfortunately, we could not have much discussion after the
presentation partly because we did not have much time left but
also we had a little hesitation to make quick comments in
English. However later, we did better at the discussion session
in Turkey. We all were more encouraged to make comments
and got used to question in English.

At both universities, we also had a few chances to interact
with local students. It seemed that it was not easy for all
members to get involved in communication with foreign
students in English. Although there might have been a need to
make ourselves committed to international communication
practice in advance, in addition to the English lessons we had,
we became better to communicate with the students when they
showed us their hospitality.

Presentation is not the only goal for this programme and we
learn so many other things through the programme and

experience something otherwise we do not easily experience. It

was totally worth committing to it.
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“What we learned from
Euro-Japan Dialogue”
Economic Systems-3rd year
Solongo Amgalan

Our group members were me, Takako, Yu, Michiko, and Kan.
Our topic was “A key alternative for the nuclear energy in Japan” .
We started preparing for the presentation from March to the end of
October. First, we discussed about what to say and what to discuss
in our presentation. Actually, this process took most of the prepara-
tion time. Once we decided what to say, what was left was to gather
all the information we needed, which is not so difficult. Both as a
group and an individual, we acquired many things through this pro-
gram. Let me explain this by dividing the program into three main
parts.

First, we had to produce a quality presentation. In order to give
a good presentation, we had to make many meetings and group
messaging until we gave the real one. This made us into strong
partners as well as reliable individuals. Academically we learned
how to give good speeches and presentations, how to search and
find reliable information, how to organize and conclude, and how to
share and spread our opinions. Practically we acquired how to com-
municate and understand each other and make a decision based on
various opinions.

Secondly, we had to communicate with international students
and get to know other cultures. Once we got to Europe, Germany
and Turkey, all we had to do was to give our presentation and take
part in the discussion afterwards. After we gave our presentation,
we listened to the other groups’ presentations. In addition to the
presentation, we took part in many social events with the local
students. Academically we learned how important it is to look from
other perspectives and how important it is to communicate with
people from different backgrounds and cultures so that we can be
able to debate and discuss about a specific topic. What we see obvi-
ous and daily is not the same for the other side of the world, for
example. Practically we acquired how to behave in official affairs
and as a representative of our university. Moreover, we went to
many museums and cultural places which widened our outlook on
life.

Thirdly, after giving our presentation and arrival in Japan, we
have been through many things as well. Even though the program
we all participated in is finished, we remained good friends with
spectacular memories. I am sure that our experience in taking part
in Euro-Japan Dialogue was not only one of the best moments in
university but also of our lives. Academically we summed up what
we have done in the program, and gave our evaluations to our-
selves and to our university. This program made us rethink what
individual we want to be in the future. We all are glad that we con-
tributed our efforts to the global relations of our university. Practi-
cally it was one of the best experiences we had in our university so
far. We had grown into strong individuals with strong minds. I hope

this event made us better people.

What we learnt in the Dialogue

International Economics-3rd year

Ryo Hashikawa

We learnt many things through the program, which will
surely be one of the best experiences in our lives. I think what I
learnt is of course presentation skill but also a skill and an
experience of how to manage and adapt myself in the different
cultures.

When we started the program in early summer, we knew
nothing about what to do for presentation. We began with
group discussion for it, and then we attended the English
lessons. Through these practices, we managed to work out by
ourselves with teachers’ tips. At the group discussion for each
presentation, we struggled because we couldn't find the main
idea to construct the basic line of presentation. However, the
further we researched for it, with using every help, we finally
found the mainstream for the presentation. And also the
English lessons by Jennifer helped us how to ask and answer
the question, and how we should handle international
communication. For example, Japanese people do not always
want to freely discuss at conferences and nod to the people
who make speech, while many foreign people try to express
their ideas and opinion even if there are wrong. This thought of
communication skill helped us most in the real discussion
sessions in Germany and Turkey.

Since we were a group that gives presentation in Turkey, we
had time to listen to the presentation of the groups in Germany.
Therefore, we could revise the details for a better presentation,
but at the same time we felt upset because we wondered if we
could've been ready for our presentation. This nervous feeling
is also one of the experiences that should be good in our
memories.

In Turkey, where our group made a presentation, we were
very welcomed by students and teachers of the university we
visited. And people there were very talkative and curious about
us and many of them came next to us for conversations. And at
the presentation, though they had nothing to ask about our
presentations, when we asked them their presentation, they
were kindly and almost completely responded to the questions.

Throughout the whole program, I think I learnt the
presentation skill and a skill and an experience of how to
manage and adopt myself in the different cultures, and both of

which I believe will be the best experiences that enrich my life.

Euro-Japan Dialogue 2012
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Appreciation of the Artworks
by Felix Nussbaum

International Economics-2nd year

Koki Kumagai

Do you know who Felix Nussbaum is? I didn't know about
him at all until I visited Felix Nussbaum museum in Osnabriick
as a part of events in Euro-Japan dialogue. To tell the truth, I
visited there with low-expectation. I didn't imagine this
museum would touch my heartstrings before I encountered the
artworks.

From the beginning of the museum, there emerge rough
drawings with brush strokes similar to the ones Vincent van
Gogh used. As a matter of fact, I thought I visited here to take a
look at second-rate artworks? It wasn't. They were ironies for
people who don't care details at all. They were like van Gogh's
works, however, the brush strokes are nothing like his. Gogh
manipulated his works with various types of brush strokes to
produce the desired effect. On the other hand, Nussbaum draws
them a monotonous way, same width and length for sarcasm. I
was embarrassed to be aware that I was one of them who are
too stupid to tell whether it is genuine or not. I felt that most of
us may not look at the world carefully, and we just see it as we
want.

Nussbaum was Jewish, and born in 1904 in Osnabrtick, Ger-
many. He was a victim of the Nazis, and finally, killed at Aus-
chwitz. As is often the case with artists, it follows that his art
works reflected his ordeal. So, he has drawn many works as
chronicle of the hardship Jewish people went through. For
example, you can tell it from his self-portrait. If you have a
close look at them, you will notice that most of his works has a
forced-smile. From my perspective, he had nothing to do but
pretend to be alright, in the face of anxiety and fear of his
future.

It is said he left a wish saying "If I disappear, don't let my
paintings die with me. Show them." I was happy to be someone
who could know about his marvelous masterpieces and about

the doom that Jewish people had to undergo.
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Prof. Dr. Atilla Ansal
-Ozyegin University-

Dr. Atilla Ansal, Professor of v 2

Earthquake Engineering, attended
the Euro-Japan Dialogue at
Ozyegin University. As the editor
of International Journal Bulletin
of Earthquake Engineering, and a Dr. Ansal, Professor O"fEarthquake Engincering
former JICA Visiting Professor at

the Civil Engineering Department of The University of Tokyo, we
asked him after the session to sum up briefly what Japan and
Turkey can learn from each other.

"No matter where an earthquake occurs, it always has very special
features and we have to study and learn from these new
observations. Turkey can benefit from the experience of Japanese
Insurance Agencies concerning the rapid assessment of the
earthquake damage and reimbursement procedures. Turkey can
also benefit from the Japanese experience and research concerning
earthquake resistant design and construction. Japan can benefit
from the earthquake weak and strong motion data that is
accumulating in Turkey. Furthermore, Japan can benefit from pre

and post earthquake studies being conducted in Turkey."

Prof. Dr. Carmen Schmidt
-Osnabriick University-
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Euro-Japan Dialogue:

Frequently Asked Questions

Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is the purpose of
the programme?

Euro-Japan is designed to give YNU
students an intensive taste of debate and
discussion in overseas universities. They use
real-life academic English in an authentic
setting. For the European participants, itis a
chance to meet people from a distant
culture. If they are Japanese-language
students, we include a Japanese-language
session in the schedule. Often, European
students follow-up their participation in
Euro-Japan by coming to YNU as exchange
students.

2. What is the format?

The Japanese students meet in Europe on
the Sunday evening and disperse the
following Saturday. In between, they visit
two European universities. Generally, there
is @ one-hour debate session on a set theme
related to Economics, followed by one-hour
of discussion. In the past, YNU students
have also audited English lectures/seminars
on the host campus, made company visits,
and taken part in social events and tours of
local places of interest.

3. Where do the Japanese
students stay?

All travel and accommodation arrange-
ments are taken care of by the YNU
students. If the European side feels able to
provide help with accommodation, local
transport, etc., we of course welcome such
offers. But we do not require or expect it.

4. Is the programme sub-
sidized?

YNU participants receive roughly 100,000
yen towards their costs. In the past, this has

proven to be around a third of the total cost.

5. Who should apply?

Students who are independent, confident,
have high-level English, and are willing to
work hard in the preparation and execution
of the programme, as well as complete the
follow-up written reports and presentations
when back in YNU.
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XN RFBEI MM TS 21— Osnabriick University

YNU students & staff meet Osnabriick Penthouse Backpackers at 19:00

9:15-12:00
18:00-21:00

Euro-Japan Dialogue 14:00-16:00 17:00-18:00 ; .

o ponr: Campus tour Official reception at ity Hall Social event with

TOPIC: Nuclear power: Osnabriick studetns

what are the alternatives?

9:30 12:00-14:00 14:00-16:00
Visit to Wind Park LUNCH (student canteen) Visit to Felix Nussbaum Haus

10-12 Cultural study 15:00
tour of Osnabruck Travel to Istanbul




Fri,
Nov 9

) Cultural study tour with Ozyegin U students

AM: Group meeting .
and de-brief End of Euro-Japan 2012

MRS SRARER 7Y 1~V

Ozyegin University
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